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KAJ ULRIK LINDERSTRC/)M-LANG 

t896-1959  

T h r o u g h  the  dea th  of Lr~I,EI~S-rR¢~Xt-L~X~, on May 2 5 1)elmmrk has lost one of her 
g rea tes t  sons and  science one of its greates t  b 'achemists .  The number  of ins t i tu t ions  
t ha t  have  been depr ived  of one of their  leaders and  pitlar.q of .~upport is large. In 
the  first place, the  Carlsberg La l ,n ra to ry  has heen berei t  of the d i rec tor  of i ts Chemical 
D e p a r t m e n t .  Fu r t he r ,  to cite only  a few instances,  the l)aniA~ Academy  of T e d m i c a l  
Sciences and  the In te r ,  rational Unhm of Biochelnis t ry  have lost thei r  president .  
F inal ly ,  this  journa l  m a y  be men t ioned ;  it lose:; the  suppor t  of one of its fonnders 
and  editors .  

T h e  mtmher  of scientists,  b iochemists  in par t icular ,  w.ho will have  been deeply 
m o v e d  by  thi~ decease is impossible to"est imate .  For  LINI)ERSTRO.M-LANG Was not 
on ly  a ma n  who was accep ted  undisput~dly  by  them as one of thei r  leaders, lint he 
was  also bound  to countless fellow-scientists by  ~trong ties of friendslfip. His gifts 
of cha rac t e r  and  wisdom were as great  as his intel lectual  and  c rea t ive  powers. Not-  
wi ths tand ing  the  m a n y  honours  conferred  upon hiln and ~he cent ra l  position ~vjlich 
he occupied in '* '0chemistry  he re ta ined  hi~ inna te  s iwpl ic i ty  and modes ty .  Thus  
eve ryone  could ~q)pvoach him v~ttm, a t : "  " fear and ...,'"',, . . . . .  r~ ;,, b,i.~ kno,~,!edge and  wi~dr~m. 

His p r e ma tu r e  dea t h  has left a void in the  biochemist ' s  world tha t  seem~ well- 
nigh imposdb le  to fill. 

L I N I ) E R S T R O M - L A N t ; ' ~  body  of work ha-~ main ly  been concerned  wi th  two fields 
of invest igat ion,  the  proper t ies  of protein.~ :tnd micro-his t ,mhemistry .  In the fir.~t field 
he has  carr ied on the  t rad i t ion  of Som,zxsi.:x, his grea t  t eacher  and predecessor ,  as 
Di rec tor  of the  Chemical D e p a r t m e n t  t)f the  Carlsberg Labora to ry .  It seldom happens  
t h a t  the  work  of a grea t  man  is con t inued  by hi,~ successor in a manner  t ha t  is _~o 
¢on.~istently in keeping with the foregoing as LIxI>I~.Rs'rROat-L'.XG has done ~ : t h  
regard  to  SORENSEN's work.  LIN1)ER~TItOM-LANt~'S work has been of just  as much  
f u n d a m e n t a l  i m p , r t a n c e  for the  a d v a n c e m e n t  of the  knowledge of prote ins  and 
p ro teo ly t i c  enzymes  in his l i fet ime as SORENSV.:;'s work was in his day.  Tim work 
of b o t h  scientis ts  has  a s t rong physico-chemical  flavour. Owing to  Llxln~t~s~o.~t- 
LANG'S grea t  m a t h e m a t i c a l  gifts his work ranks ?.mong the most  exact  publisIted in 
the  field of b iochemis t ry .  

Ova lbumin ,  on which much  work of f undamen ta l  impor tance  has a l ready  been 
done  in the  Carlsherg L a b o r a t o r y  in SomcNs~.x's t ime, remained  one of L~x~m~srao.~t- 
LANG's Iavour i te  objects  o~ s tudy .  His d i scovery  of the format ion  of the prote in  
p l a k a l b u m i n I s o  called because of its p la te le t -shaped c r y s t a l s - - f r o m  ova lbumin  by 
an e nz yme  in 14. subtilis, called subtilisin, a roused widespread interest ,  Among o the r  
p ro te ins  to  which he gave  his a t t en t ion ,  lactoglobulin and insulin may  be ment ioned,  
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].INDERSTROM-LA.~2G had ah 'eady entered a completely new field of research 
dur ing SORE NSEN's directorate  by his development  of quan t i t a t ive  micromethods  for 
histochc,nical investigations.  His Cartesian diver technique bears witness to his grea t  
original i ty;  in collaboration with H. HOLTER and E. ZEUTHEN it was brought  to a 
high s ta te  of precision and sensi t ivi ty.  In HOLTF, R'S hands  in par t icular  the applicat ion 
of these new methods  has a l ready  brought  for th  results of considerable biological 
significance, and they  still open up great  possibilities for the future.  

]_INDERSTROM-LANG a t t r ac t ed  large numbers  of s tuden ts  and professional bio- 
chemists  from all over the world, either to become proficient in *.he mieromethods ,  
or to carry out  research on proteins. However,  the very  special a tmosphere  of the 
Carisberg Labora tory ,  on which he left the impression of his personal i ty ,  will also 
have exercised a great  a t t rac t ion .  The significance of LINDERSTROM-LANG'S work for 
the development  of blochernistry therefore far  surpasses es t imates  to be made  f rom 
the Comptes remlues des lyaz,aux du Laboratoire Carlsberg. tn  m a n y  places in the  world 
nuclei have formed, into which the influence of a sojourn a t  the Carlsberg L a b o r a t o r y  
has permeated  and  will cont inue to make itself felt. 

Final ly,  as regards this journal ,  Biochimica et Biophyziva A via is deeply indeb ted  
to its editor  LINI)I.-'Rs-rRoM-LAN(;. As has a l ready been ment ioned,  he was one of the  
founders, and  his influence on the general editorial  policy ~s a lways  been very  great .  
His opinion on papers submi t ted  for publicat ion was always de tached  and  clearly 
expressed. The editors left behind have lost a dear  and highl~ es teemed colleague, 
whom they will sndly tniss. 

H. G. K.  WESTENBRINK 


